CHAPTER  II.
PRODUCTION   OF   HAW   INDIA-RTJBBEE.
ALL the trees which produce india-rubber of economic
importance are found growing in the inter-tropical area
comprised within a distance which may be roughly put at
250 miles both north, and south of the equator. The
climate is, generally speaking, warm and moist, and the
rainfall, though varying considerably according to locality,
averages about 80 inches a year. Outside this region many
plants have been described which contain a milky juice not
unlike india-rubber latex in appearance, but despite various
attempts which have been made to utilise them, no success
has been attained, and they need not be further considered
here.
The rubber plants growing in the equatorial belt belong
to different botanical orders, which are shown in the
annexed table, together with some of the more important
species from which the different raw rubbers of commerce
are obtained.
liecent botanical research lias added largely to the
number of species yielding marketable rubber, and has
also done a good deal to clear up the confusion which only
a few years ago was so apparent on the subject, more
especially in regard to African brands. The topic can only
be dealt with cursorily in these pages owing to limitation of